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I. INTRODUCTION
1. On July 25, 2008, the Commission adopted a Memorandum Opinion and Order and 

Report and Order (“Merger Order”) approving the transfer of various licenses and authorizations from 
XM Satellite Radio Holdings Inc. (“XM”) to Sirius Satellite Radio Inc. (“Sirius”), both licensees of 
Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service (“SDARS”) systems in the United States.1 In the Merger Order, 
the Commission committed to initiate a Notice of Inquiry (“NOI”) within 30 days of adoption of the 
Merger Order on the issues of (i) requiring devices capable of receiving SDARS to include digital audio 
broadcast (“DAB”), or HD Radio™2, or any other technologies capable of providing audio entertainment 
services; and (ii) requiring devices capable of receiving HD Radio to include SDARS or any other 
technologies capable of providing audio entertainment services.3 With this proceeding, we initiate this 
NOI.

II. BACKGROUND
2. HD Radio.  The Commission first considered the feasibility of terrestrial and satellite 

digital radio services in 1990.4 With respect to terrestrial digital radio, the Commission concluded that 
the available systems were undeveloped and that it was premature to engage in discussions regarding 
standards, testing, licensing, and other policy issues.5 In 1999, the Commission recognized new 
technological developments and innovations and commenced the DAB proceeding to begin the process of 

  
1 See Applications for Consent to the Transfer of Control of Licenses, XM Satellite Radio Holdings Inc., Transferor, 
to Sirius Satellite Radio Inc., Transferee, MB Docket No. 07-57, Memorandum Opinion and Order and Report and 
Order, FCC 08-178 (rel. August 5, 2008) (“Merger Order”).
2 In 2002, the Commission adopted a single DAB transmission standard referred to as in-band, on-channel 
(“IBOC”), developed by iBiquity Digital Corp. (‘iBiquity”), as the technology that would permit AM and FM radio 
broadcasters to introduce digital operations.  “HD Radio” is iBiquity’s trademark name for its digital AM and FM 
radio technology.  HD Radio, http://www.hdradio.com/faq.php.  The term “HD Radio” in this NOI refers to DAB 
operations.  
3 See Merger Order at ¶ 130.
4 See Amendment of the Rules with Regard to the Establishment and Regulation of New Digital Audio Radio 
Services, Notice of Inquiry, 5 FCC Rcd 5237 (1990).
5 See Digital Audio Broadcasting Systems and Their Impact on the Terrestrial Radio Broadcast Service, Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking, 15 FCC Rcd 1722, 1724-25, ¶ 5 (1999) (“DAB NPRM”).



Federal Communications Commission FCC 08-196

2

adopting a DAB system.6 In the DAB NPRM, the Commission proposed criteria for the evaluation of 
DAB models and systems and considered certain DAB system testing, evaluation, and standard selection 
issues.7  In October 2002, the Commission selected iBiquity’s IBOC HD Radio technology as the sole 
digital technology for the terrestrial radio broadcast service.8 IBOC technology makes use of the existing 
AM and FM bands (in-band) by adding digital carriers to a radio station’s analog signal, thereby allowing 
broadcasters to transmit digitally on their existing channel assignments (on-channel) while simultaneously 
maintaining their analog service.9 The Commission concluded that adoption of a single IBOC 
transmission standard would benefit the radio broadcast industry, and solicited industry assistance in 
developing a formal standard.10 In 2007, the Commission released the Second DAB Report and Order, 
adopting service rules, programming and operational rules, and technical rules.11 In the Second DAB 
Report and Order, the Commission refrained from imposing a mandatory conversion schedule for radio 
stations to commence digital broadcast operations,12 but many radio stations have begun digital 
transmissions on a voluntarily basis.13

3. SDARS.  SDARS was established by the Commission in 1997 and, after an auction, 
licenses were granted to two entities, Sirius and XM.14 In establishing SDARS, the Commission 
explained that the new service would provide “continuous nationwide radio programming with compact 
disc (CD) quality sound” and would “increase the variety of programming available to the listening 
public.”15  XM commenced service in September 2001, and Sirius began service in February 2002.16 In 

  
6 See id. at 1725-28, ¶¶ 7-11.
7 See id. at 1723-24, ¶ 3.
8 See Digital Audio Broadcasting Systems and Their Impact on the Terrestrial Radio Broadcast Service, First Report 
and Order, 17 FCC Rcd 19990 (2002) (“DAB Report and Order”).
9 See Digital Audio Broadcasting Systems and Their Impact on the Terrestrial Radio Broadcast Service, Second 
Report and Order, First Order on Reconsideration, and Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 22 FCC 
Rcd 10344, 10347, ¶ 4 (2007) (“Second DAB Report and Order”).
10 See DAB Report and Order, 17 FCC Rcd at 19990, ¶ 1.
11 See Second DAB Report and Order, 22 FCC Rcd at 10353-85, ¶¶ 23-102.
12 See id. at 10351, ¶ 15. 
13 Currently, all of the approximately 15,000 AM, FM, and LPFM stations are authorized to transmit IBOC digital 
signals.  To date, approximately 1570 (1310 FM and 260 AM) stations have notified the Commission of the 
commencement of IBOC digital broadcasting.  See CDBS Database, Audio Services Division, Media Bureau, 
Digital Stations As Of July 31, 2008.
14 See Establishment of Rules and Policies for the Digital Audio Radio Satellite Service in the 2310-2360 MHz 
Frequency Band, Report and Order, Memorandum Opinion and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 
12 FCC Rcd 5754 (1997) (“SDARS Report and Order”).  Both licensees have changed their corporate names since 
the licenses were granted.  See American Mobile Radio Corporation Application for Authority to Construct, Launch, 
and Operate Two Satellites in the Satellite Digital Audio Radio Service, Order and Authorization, 13 FCC Rcd 8829 
(Int’l Bur. 1997), modified by 16 FCC Rcd 18484, application for review denied, 16 FCC Rcd 21431 (2001), aff’d 
sub nom. Primosphere Ltd. Partnership v. FCC (Case Nos. 01-1526 and 1527), 2003 WL 472239 (C.A.D.C. Feb. 
21, 2003); XM Radio Inc., Order and Authorization, 20 FCC Rcd 1620 (Int’l Bur. 2005); Satellite CD Radio, Inc. 
Application for Authority to Construct, Launch, and Operate Two Satellites in the Satellite Digital Audio Radio 
Service, Order and Authorization, 13 FCC Rcd 7971 (Int’l Bur. 1997), application for review denied, 16 FCC Rcd 
21458 (2001), aff’d sub nom. Primosphere Ltd. Partnership v. FCC (Case Nos. 01-1526 and 1527), 2003 WL 
472239 (C.A.D.C. Feb. 21, 2003).
15 See SDARS Report and Order, 12 FCC Rcd at 5756, ¶ 1.  
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2007, Sirius and XM requested Commission approval to merge.17 The Commission adopted a decision on 
July 25, 2008 approving the merger subject to conditions.18 The companies publicly reported on July 29, 
2008 that they completed the transaction and the newly combined company now operates under the name 
Sirius XM Radio, Inc. (“Sirius XM”).19  

4. Equipment Open Access Commitment.  In the Sirius-XM merger proceeding, some 
commenters urged the Commission to require the combined SDARS company to provide open access to 
the technical specifications of its devices and network to enable any receiver manufacturer to develop 
SDARS receivers.20 Some commenters also urged the Commission to require the combined SDARS 
company to direct manufacturers to include HD Radio technology in all SDARS receivers containing 
analog AM or FM radio technology.21 To address these issues, the Commission approved the merger 
subject to conditions, based on voluntary commitments made by Sirius XM, that require the merged entity 
to (i) permit any device manufacturer to develop equipment that can deliver the combined company’s 
satellite radio service; (ii) not prevent such devices from reaching consumers through exclusive contracts 
or otherwise; and (iii) provide, on commercially reasonable terms, the intellectual property to permit any 
device manufacturer to develop equipment that can deliver the merged entity’s satellite radio service.22  
Moreover, in response to issues raised regarding the incorporation of other audio technologies in SDARS 
receivers, Sirius XM committed to allowing device manufacturers to incorporate in SDARS receivers any 
other technology that would not result in harmful interference with the merged entity’s network, including 
HD Radio, iPod ports, Internet connectivity, and other technology.23 Based on these commitments, the 
Commission declined to adopt a merger condition that would mandate the incorporation of HD Radio 
technology in SDARS receivers.24 The Commission determined, however, that “important issues have 
been raised that warrant further examination.”25 Accordingly, the Commission committed to initiate this 
NOI within 30 days of adoption of the Merger Order.26  

III. DISCUSSION

5. Consistent with our commitment made in the Merger Order, we initiate this NOI 
regarding whether to require HD Radio or any other audio technologies to be incorporated into all 
SDARS receivers and/or whether to require SDARS or any other audio technologies to be incorporated 
into all HD Radio receivers.  As an initial matter, we seek comment on the extent to which the market is 
already making multi-functional radio receivers available to the public that include two or more of the 
following capabilities:  SDARS, HD Radio, iPod/MP3, Internet, or any other technologies capable of 

(Continued from previous page)    
16 See Merger Order at ¶¶ 9, 15.
17 See id. at ¶ 1.
18 See generally Merger Order.
19 See Letter from Jennifer D. Hindin, Counsel for Sirius XM Radio Inc., to Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, 
Federal Communications Commission, MB Docket No. 07-57 (August 20, 2008).
20 See Merger Order at ¶¶ 62-66, 126.
21 See id. at ¶ 127.  
22 See id. at ¶ 128.  
23 See id.  
24 See id. at ¶¶ 7, 130.
25 See id. at ¶ 130.
26 See id.
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providing audio entertainment services.  How many of each type of multi-functional radio receivers are 
available today, including factory-installed receivers in automobiles and receivers later installed in 
vehicles in the so-called “aftermarket”?  How many multi-functional radio receivers are expected to be 
available in the near future without a Commission requirement?  To the extent that multi-functional radio 
receivers are not available today and are not expected to be available in the near term, is this because of a 
lack of consumer demand for such receivers or some other reason?  How does any lack of multi-
functional radio receivers impact competition among SDARS, HD Radio, iPod/MP3, Internet, or any 
other technologies capable of providing audio entertainment services?

A. Including HD Radio or Other Audio Technologies in SDARS Receivers

6. We seek comment on whether we should require all receivers and other devices capable 
of receiving SDARS signals to also contain chips and other technology necessary to support HD Radio or 
any other technologies capable of providing audio entertainment services.  Would such a requirement 
promote competition among Sirius XM, HD Radio stations, and other audio technologies, thereby leading 
to lower prices for audio entertainment services and/or broader programming options for listeners? As 
discussed above, Sirius XM has committed in connection with its merger to allow any manufacturer to 
develop SDARS receivers that can deliver the combined entity’s satellite radio service and to allow 
manufactures to incorporate any technology that would not result in harmful interference with the SDARS 
network, including HD Radio technology.27 As a result of this commitment, can we expect a sufficient 
number of multi-functional radio receivers that include both HD Radio and SDARS reception capabilities 
to become available in the near term without a Commission requirement?  In addition to increased 
competition, what other public interest benefits might result from the incorporation of HD Radio or other 
audio technologies in SDARS receivers?  We note that the Commission’s rules do not require SDARS 
operators to transmit state-level Emergency Alert System (“EAS”) alerts.28 Would including HD Radio 
technology in SDARS receivers facilitate the dissemination of state-level and other geographically 
targeted EAS alerts to SDARS subscribers?

7. We seek comment on the effect of any receiver requirements, or lack thereof, on the 
development of HD Radio.  We also seek comment on the extent of consumer demand for HD Radio.  
What amount and type of programming is available on HD Radio today?  What amount and type of 
programming is expected to be available on HD Radio in the next three years?  To what extent are 
automobile manufacturers already incorporating HD Radios into new model vehicles?  Does the HD 
Radio industry currently provide automobile manufacturers with incentives to include HD Radios in new 
model vehicles?  What incentives would further facilitate the deployment of HD Radios in new model 
vehicles?  Would a Commission rule requiring HD Radio technology to be incorporated into all SDARS 
receivers facilitate the development of HD Radio?  We note that in establishing rules for SDARS in 1997, 
the Commission refrained from requiring SDARS receivers to be capable of receiving terrestrial 
broadcasting formats.29 We seek comment on whether we should reconsider this conclusion based on 
marketplace developments.  

  
27 See id. at ¶ 128.
28 See Review of the Emergency Alert System, EB Docket No. 04-296, Second Report and Order and Further Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking, 22 FCC Rcd 13275, 13303, ¶ 62 (2007) (“We do not require SDARS and DBS providers 
to accommodate state-level alerts given the national nature of their broadcast area.  We note that SDARS and DBS 
cannot accommodate state-level alerts at present and might not be able to do so even after the full implementation of 
Next Generation EAS.”).
29 See SDARS Report and Order, 12 FCC Rcd at 5795-96, ¶ 103 (“We do not mandate that satellite DARS receivers 
be capable of receiving terrestrial broadcasting formats.  Terrestrial and satellite DARS are at different 
developmental stages and we do not want to impede implementation of either service.”).
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8. We seek comment on the impact of including HD Radio chips and technology in SDARS 
receivers on the cost of SDARS receivers.  We seek comment on the cost impact on radio manufacturers, 
auto manufacturers and, ultimately, consumers.30 If the Commission were to require all SDARS receivers 
to also contain HD Radio chips and technology, would such a requirement result in higher volume 
purchases of HD Radio chips and technology and thereby lead to lower per-unit costs?  To what extent is 
the cost of HD Radio chips and technology attributable to licensing fees for intellectual property (IP)?  
Would higher volume purchases of HD Radio chips and technology lead to lower IP licensing costs?  
Should the Commission require reduced royalty fees to iBiquity if we mandate the inclusion of an HD 
Radio chip?  If so, does the Commission have the authority to do so?  Would a mandate requiring the 
inclusion of HD Radio chips and technology in SDARS receivers reduce the incentive to improve the 
quality, develop innovations, and/or reduce the cost of HD Radio technology?  We also seek comment on 
the impact on the cost of an SDARS receiver from including other technologies capable of providing 
audio entertainment services, such as iPod/MP3 and Internet capability.

9. We seek comment on what impact including an HD Radio chip and technology in an 
SDARS receiver would have on the size, weight, battery life, and other parameters of an SDARS receiver.  
Would including HD Radio technology have a particularly significant impact on the size, weight, and 
battery life of any class of SDARS receivers, such as handheld receivers?  Conversely, would including 
HD Radio technology have a relatively insignificant impact on the size, weight, and battery life of any 
class of SDARS receivers, such as receivers in automobiles?  We also seek comment on the impact on the 
size, weight, battery life, and other parameters of an SDARS receiver from including other technologies 
capable of providing audio entertainment services, such as iPod/MP3 and Internet capability.

10. We seek comment on whether including HD Radio technology or other audio 
technologies in SDARS receivers would have any impact on the performance of the SDARS receivers.  
Would inclusion of HD Radio or other audio technologies have any adverse impact on the receiver’s 
ability to receive SDARS signals?  

11. If the Commission were to require SDARS receivers to include HD Radio or other audio 
technologies, what timeframe would be appropriate for compliance with this requirement?  Should we 
establish a different timeframe for Original Equipment Manufactured (“OEM”) automobile receivers to 
account for procurement cycles for the automobile industry?31 Should we require Sirius XM to certify 
compliance with any rules we adopt?  Should we adopt any additional requirements to aid the 
Commission in enforcing any rules we adopt?32

12. Would a Commission rule requiring the incorporation of HD Radio or other audio 
technologies into SDARS receivers limit consumer choice in the selection of SDARS receivers?  Should 
we allow some SDARS-only receivers?  If we were to establish a class of permissible SDARS-only 
receivers, how would this impact competition among SDARS, HD Radio, iPod/MP3, Internet, or any 
other technologies capable of providing audio entertainment services?  As suggested by iBiquity, should 
we require HD Radio chips and technology to be included only in SDARS receivers that include the 

  
30 See, e.g., Letter from Adam Goldberg, Vice President of Government and Industry Affairs, Pioneer North 
America, Inc., to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, MB Docket No. 07-57, at 1 
(May 28, 2008) (asserting that a requirement that all devices capable of receiving SDARS signals also contain 
technology necessary to support HD Radio would “unnecessarily increase costs to consumers uninterested in HD 
Radio”).
31 See Letter from Albert Shuldiner, Senior Vice President and General Counsel, iBiquity Digital Corporation, to 
The Honorable Deborah Taylor Tate, FCC, MB Docket No. 07-57, at 1 (July 9, 2008) (“iBiquity July 9th Letter”). 
32 See id.
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ability to receive terrestrial analog AM/FM signals and which provide the user with the same tuning 
apparatus or display for both satellite and analog AM/FM radio?33 Would inclusion of HD Radio 
technology in these receivers impact the ability of a receiver to receive analog AM/FM reception?34  

13. We seek comment on whether the open access merger commitment35 affects the need for 
Commission action.  We also seek comment on any other issues appropriate to our inquiry regarding 
whether to require HD Radio or any other technologies capable of providing audio entertainment services 
to be incorporated into SDARS receivers.

B. Including SDARS or Other Audio Technologies in HD Radio Receivers
14. We seek comment on whether we should require all receivers and other devices capable 

of receiving HD Radio signals to also contain chips and other technology necessary to support SDARS or 
any other technologies capable of providing audio entertainment services.  Would such a requirement 
promote competition among HD Radio stations, Sirius XM, and other audio technologies, thereby leading 
to lower prices for audio entertainment services and/or broader programming options for listeners?  In 
addition to increased competition, what other public interest benefits might result from the incorporation 
of SDARS or other audio technologies in HD Radio receivers?  We note, for example, that there may be 
areas where there is no terrestrial communications infrastructure, including during times of disaster.36  
Would including SDARS technology in HD Radio receivers promote the dissemination of emergency 
information in these areas?37

15. We seek comment on the impact of including SDARS chips and technology in HD Radio 
receivers on the cost of HD Radio receivers.  We seek comment on the cost impact on radio 
manufacturers, auto manufacturers and, ultimately, consumers.  Does the SDARS technology afford 
adequate controls to enable Sirius XM to control access to its subscription services if SDARS chips and 
technology are included in all HD Radio receivers?  If the Commission were to require all HD Radio 
receivers to also contain SDARS chips and technology, to what extent would this result in higher volume 
purchases of SDARS chips and technology and thereby lead to lower per-unit costs?  To what extent is 
the cost of SDARS chips and technology attributable to IP licensing fees?  Would higher volume 
purchases of SDARS chips and technology lead to lower IP licensing costs?  Would a mandate requiring 
the inclusion of SDARS chips and technology in HD Radio receivers reduce the incentive to improve the 
quality, develop innovations, and/or reduce the cost of SDARS technology?  We also seek comment on 

  
33 See id. at 1-2.
34 See Letter from Adam Goldberg, Vice President of Government and Industry Affairs, Pioneer North America, 
Inc., to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC, MB Docket No. 07-57, at 2 (June 6, 2008) (“[E]xisting AM/FM/HD 
components have poorer AM/FM reception capability than the existing AM/FM devices.  This condition [of adding 
HD Radio capability] would have the effect of decreasing AM/FM tuning performance.”). 
35 See Merger Order at ¶ 128.
36 See Service Rules for the 698-746, 747-762 and 777-792 MHz Bands, Second Report and Order, 22 FCC Rcd 
15289, 15452, ¶ 464 (2007) (“Satellite technology can provide the only means of communicating where terrestrial 
communications networks have been damaged or destroyed by wide-scale natural or man-made disasters.”).  
37 We note that Sirius XM, in pre-merger filings, stated that each company provides a channel devoted to emergency 
information that is available on every Sirius or XM receiver, even if the user of the receiver is not a subscriber to the 
service.  See Comments of XM Radio Inc. and Sirius Satellite Radio Inc., ET Docket No. 04-296 (December 3, 
2007), at 2 (“XM also has set aside Channel 247 to provide public safety and emergency information twenty-four 
hours every day, on a channel that is available to any XM receiver, regardless of whether the user is a current XM 
service subscriber.”); id. at 3 (“Channel 184 provides continuous Weather and Emergency programming that are 
available on all Sirius radios, even those that are not currently subscribed.”).
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the impact on the cost of an HD Radio receiver from including other technologies capable of providing 
audio entertainment services, such as iPod/MP3 and Internet capability.

16. We seek comment on what impact including an SDARS chip and technology in an HD 
Radio receiver would have on the size, weight, battery life, and other parameters of an HD Radio 
receiver.  Would including SDARS technology have a particularly significant impact on the size, weight, 
and battery life of any class of HD Radio receivers, such as handheld receivers?  In particular, we seek 
comment on the size of the antenna needed to receive SDARS satellite signals.  How would this antenna 
size impact the size of an HD Radio?  To what extent has HD Radio technology been incorporated into 
mobile phones?  If all devices capable of receiving HD Radio signals must also include SDARS 
technology, how would that impact the incentives of equipment manufacturers to include HD Radio 
technology in mobile phones?  Would including SDARS technology have a relatively insignificant impact 
on the size, weight, and battery life of any class of HD Radio receivers, such as receivers in automobiles?  
We also seek comment on the impact on the size, weight, battery life, and other parameters of an HD 
Radio receiver from including other technologies capable of providing audio entertainment services, such 
as iPod/MP3 and Internet capability.

17. We seek comment on whether including SDARS technology or other audio technologies 
in HD Radio receivers would have any impact on the performance of the HD Radio receiver.  Would 
inclusion of SDARS or other audio technologies have any adverse impact on the receiver’s ability to 
receive HD Radio signals?  

18. If the Commission were to require HD Radio receivers to include SDARS or other audio 
technologies, what timeframe would be appropriate for compliance with this requirement?  Should we 
establish a different timeframe for OEM automobile receivers to account for procurement cycles for the 
automobile industry?  What steps could we take to certify compliance with any rules?  Should we 
adopt additional requirements to aid in enforcing any rules we adopt?

19. Would a Commission rule requiring SDARS or other audio technologies to be 
incorporated into HD Radio receivers limit consumer choice in the selection of HD Radio receivers?  
Should we allow some receivers to be capable of receiving HD Radio but not SDARS or other audio 
technologies?  If we were to establish a class of such receivers, how would that impact competition 
among HD Radio, SDARS, iPod/MP3, Internet, or any other technologies capable of providing audio 
entertainment services?  

20. We seek comment on any other issues appropriate to our inquiry regarding whether to 
require SDARS or any other technologies capable of providing audio entertainment services to be 
incorporated into HD Radio receivers.

IV. STATUTORY AUTHORITY

21. We seek comment on whether the Commission has the jurisdiction to mandate the 
inclusion of HD Radio, SDARS, or any other audio technology in receivers.  Do we have express or 
ancillary statutory authority to require receiver manufacturers to include certain technology in receivers?  
To the extent that the Commission does not have the authority to require receiver manufacturers to 
include certain technology in receivers, do we have authority to require iBiquity, licensees of HD Radio 
stations, Sirius XM, and/or other entities to certify that receivers authorized to receive content include 
certain mandated technology?38 Would such a requirement be technologically feasible, particularly in the 
case of a non-subscription service such as HD Radio?  

  
38 See 47 C.F.R. § 25.144(a)(3)(ii) (requiring each SDARS licensee to “certify that its satellite DARS system 
includes a receiver that will permit end users to access all licensed satellite DARS systems that are operational or 
under construction”); see also SDARS Report and Order, 12 FCC Rcd at 5797-98, ¶ 106.
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V. PROCEDURAL MATTERS

A. Ex Parte Presentations

22. This is an exempt proceeding in which ex parte presentations are permitted (except 
during the Sunshine Agenda period) and need not be disclosed.39

B. Comment Filing Procedures
23. Pursuant to sections 1.415 and 1.419 of the Commission’s rules, 47 CFR §§ 1.415, 1.419, 

interested parties may file comments and reply comments on or before the dates indicated on the first 
page of this document.  Comments may be filed using:  (1) the Commission’s Electronic Comment Filing 
System (ECFS), (2) the Federal Government’s eRulemaking Portal, or (3) by filing paper copies.40  

• Electronic Filers:  Comments may be filed electronically using the Internet by accessing the 
ECFS:  http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/ecfs/ or the Federal eRulemaking Portal:  
http://www.regulations.gov.  Filers should follow the instructions provided on the website for 
submitting comments.  

• For ECFS filers, if multiple docket or rulemaking numbers appear in the caption of this 
proceeding, filers must transmit one electronic copy of the comments for each docket or 
rulemaking number referenced in the caption.  In completing the transmittal screen, filers 
should include their full name, U.S. Postal Service mailing address, and the applicable 
docket or rulemaking number.  Parties may also submit an electronic comment by 
Internet e-mail. To get filing instructions, filers should send an e-mail to ecfs@fcc.gov, 
and include the following words in the body of the message, “get form.”  A sample form 
and directions will be sent in response.

• Paper Filers:  Parties who choose to file by paper must file an original and four copies of each 
filing.  If more than one docket or rulemaking number appears in the caption of this proceeding, 
filers must submit two additional copies for each additional docket or rulemaking number.  

Filings can be sent by hand or messenger delivery, by commercial overnight courier, or by first-
class or overnight U.S. Postal Service mail (although we continue to experience delays in 
receiving U.S. Postal Service mail).  All filings must be addressed to the Commission’s Secretary, 
Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission.

• The Commission’s contractor will receive hand-delivered or messenger-delivered paper 
filings for the Commission’s Secretary at 236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE., Suite 110, 
Washington, DC  20002.  The filing hours at this location are 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  All 
hand deliveries must be held together with rubber bands or fasteners.  Any envelopes 
must be disposed of before entering the building.

• Commercial overnight mail (other than U.S. Postal Service Express Mail and Priority 
Mail) must be sent to 9300 East Hampton Drive, Capitol Heights, MD  20743.

• U.S. Postal Service first-class, Express, and Priority mail should be addressed to 445 12th

Street, SW, Washington DC  20554.

  
39 See 47 C.F.R. § 1.1204(b)(1).
40 See Electronic Filing of Documents in Rulemaking Proceedings, 63 FR 24121 (1998).
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24. People with Disabilities:  To request materials in accessible formats for people with 
disabilities (braille, large print, electronic files, audio format), send an e-mail to fcc504@fcc.gov or call 
the Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau at 202-418-0530 (voice), 202-418-0432 (tty).  

25. Comments and reply comments will be available for public inspection during regular 
business hours in the FCC Reference Center, Federal Communications Commission, 445 12th Street, 
S.W., CY-A257, Washington, D.C., 20554.  These documents will also be available via ECFS.  
Documents will be available electronically in ASCII, Word 97, and/or Adobe Acrobat. 

26. Additional Information.  For additional information on this proceeding, contact Rosalee 
Chiara, Rosalee.Chiara@fcc.gov, or Brendan Murray, Brendan.Murray@fcc.gov, of the Media Bureau, 
Policy Division, (202) 418-2120.

V. ORDERING CLAUSES

27. Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to the authority contained in Sections 1, 4(i) & 
(j), 303(r), and 403 of the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C §§ 151, 154(i) & (j), 303(r), and 403, 
that this Notice of Inquiry IS ADOPTED.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary


